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Introduction

LSTM has developed a PhD studentship scheme for candidates with exceptional research credentials. The scheme offers up to two fully-funded studentships per year to work within active research groups and based around project proposals submitted by LSTM staff.

Studentships are for full time students only and for a period of three years. Students will receive an award equivalent to the Research Council stipend (Home/EU level) and contribution towards their running costs of £5,000 per year.

LSTM agrees to fund fees for students supported under this scheme at the Home/EU level. Please note, there will be no additional funding available from the LSTM Studentship Programme for students requiring international fees. Applicants paying international level fees will need to find ‘top-up’ funding from alternative sources.
The studentships will be awarded to excellent students following a rigorous short-listing procedure and interview process.
General

These notes are intended to assist you in completing LSTM’s PhD Studentship Application Form as efficiently as possible. 
A useful resource for PhD Studentship students is the PhD Handbook which can be found on the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine website in the Learning and Teaching Section:
http://www.lstmliverpool.ac.uk/media/77064/phd%20student%20handbook.pdf 

All sections of the PhD Studentship Application Form must be completed in full. When completing certain sections of the application form you will be prompted to attach additional documents in support of your application. All students are required to provide the requested documents as part of LSTM’s standard application procedure.
Although LSTM prefers to receive PhD applications in full, we know that this is not always possible. If you cannot provide a specific document  when you initially submit your application, you should include a covering letter explaining why. Furthermore, you 
should give an indication of when we should expect to receive that document. Any offer of study made to a candidate will be subject to receiving ALL of the required supporting documentation. 

All applications must be word processed. Handwritten applications will not be accepted.
The completed application form and supporting documentation should be returned to the Research Office at the address printed on the application form.

Section 1. Personal Details

Permanent home address and address for correspondance
Your permanent home address is the address where you usually live. If you prefer correspondence about your application be be sent to a different address, then please also complete the address for correspondence section.

If your correspondence address changes, please contact the PhD Programme Administrator immediately.

Section 2. Programme Application Details
Proposed start date

Please indicate your proposed start date. 
PhD’s supported by the LSTM PhD Studentship Programme will usually start on the 1st October.

Section 3. Which Project are you applying to?
In this section you should list which project (s) you are interesting in applying to. Please refer to the list available at 
http://www.lstmliverpool.ac.uk/research/lstm-phd-studentships/
If there is more than one project in which you are interested, please rank them in order of preference.
Section 4. Academic (University) Qualifications
The LSTM PhD Studentship Programme is intended to be a programme that supports only the best students, with a focus on scientific excellence.
It is LSTM’s policy to select students for Research Degrees who have obtained or are expected to obtain a First Class or Upper Class Honours Degree, or a Master's Degree in an appropriate subject. Students with insufficient qualifications or inappropriate backgrounds are recommended to take one of our Masters programmes as a first step towards a PhD. 
Please also note that some of the projects listed require specific qualifications for applicants to be considered eligible. Please ensure that you have provided evidence of these qualifications.

Please include certified copies of your academic certificates/ transcripts (i.e. degree certificates) with your application. Certificates/ transcripts not in English should include an official translation. You may not undertake the translation yourself. Please note that you may be required to produce the originals on arrival at LSTM.
Please only include the certificates/ transcripts for the highest qualification that you have obtained so far. If we need to see any further certificates or transcripts then we will request these from you.

Section 5. Professional/ Other Qualifications
Please give details of any relevant professional or other qualifications.
You do not need to include your certificates/ transcripts for these qualifications. If we need to see any certificates or transcripts then we will request these from you
Section 6. UK VISA History (Non-EEA students only) 
If, on any occasion, you have previously studied in the UK under the Tier 4 (General) Student category or under the pre-Tier 4 student rules then you must declare this on the application form. As a Tier 4 licensed sponsor LSTM, in most cases, must confirm that you are making academic progress from study undertaken during your most recent period of Tier 4 (General) Student leave or pre-Tier 4 student leave. This information must be included in the CAS. It is your responsibility to provide us with this information. Any information withheld could affect your visa application. 
Section 7. English Language Qualifications
The language of instruction at LSTM is English and proficiency in speaking, listening to, reading and writing English is essential.  

Students who are not from majority English speaking countries (*as defined by UKBA) must provide evidence that they meet LSTM’s English language requirements. LSTM’s current minimum requirements are:
· TOEFL 88 iBT (With a minimum scores of 21 for Listening and Writing, 22 for Reading and 23 for Speaking); or

· IELTS with overall band score of 6.5 (And a minimum of 5.5 in all learning components). 
Tests must be within their validity period of 2 years.
Alternative acceptable methods of assessment can be found by clicking on the following link:

http://www.liv.ac.uk/study/international/countries/english-language.htm
*You are classed as being from a majority English speaking country if you are from Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, New Zealand, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America.

Section 8. Employment 
This section gives you the opportunity to tell us about any work history related to your application. Please also attach a CV or resume separetly. 

Section 9. Personal Statement
Your potential supervisors will use your personal statement to help make a decision on your application and in particular your suitability for the research you have chosen. This is your opportunity to explain why you wish to undertake this research; it should not be written as narrative but as an explanation of your interests and your future plans. 
Your personal statement should include;

· Your interest and experience in this subject area
· Your reasons for choosing this particular project 
· Your reasons for choosing to study at LSTM

· Your future aim or career plan
· How the research project connects to your future plans.
Section 10. Referees

Included with the application form are two reference forms. All candidates are asked to forward the forms on to two appropriate referees. Applicants are requested to ask their referees to e-mail, post or fax references directly to the Research Office as soon as possible. References by e-mail and fax should be followed by a signed copy via post. 

It is the candidates responsibility to arrange their references, LSTM will NOT contact referees on the candidate’s behalf. If we do not receive your references it could delay your application.
Referees should be Senior Academic and/or Professional persons who are currently responsible, or have recently been responsible, for supervising you. Close personal friends and family are not acceptable as referees. For PhD applications at least one referee should be a member the academic staff of the institution at which you last studied.
References must be no more than 2 years old.

Section 11. Other information

Disability/ Special Needs

Telling us that you have a disability or a health need will not affect LSTM’s decision on whether or not to offer you a place, and the information will remain strictly confidential. It is important that LSTM knows of any disability for the purposes of monitoring equal opportunities and to ensure that we can provide students with appropriate facilities and support.

If you have a disability or special need then you can contact LSTM’s Welfare and Accommodation Officer at any point during the application process in order to discuss you needs.

Rebecca Riley

Welfare and Accommodation Officer

0151 705 3176

rriley@liv.ac.uk

Criminal Convictions
To help LSTM to reduce the risk of harm or injury to its students caused by the criminal behaviour of other students, we must know about any relevant criminal convictions that a candidate has.

Relevant criminal convictions are only those convictions for offences against the person, whether of a violent or sexual nature, and convictions for offences involving unlawfully supplying controlled drugs or substances where the conviction concerns commercial drug dealing or trafficking. Convictions that are spent (as defined by the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974) are not considered to be relevant and you should not reveal them (but see below).

If you are applying for research involving work with children or vulnerable adults, you must tell us about ANY criminal convictions, including spent sentences and cautions (including verbal cautions) and binding over orders. For these, you may need an “enhanced disclosure document” from the criminal records bureau. More information may be found on the criminal records bureau website www.crb.gov.uk

The Application Process
Please return completed forms and referee details to:

Julie Irving
Research Office

LSTM

Pembroke Place

Liverpool
L3 5QA

Tel: +44 (0)151 705 3723

Email: jirving@liv.ac.uk
Applications will be reviewed by a panel composed of LSTM academic staff. The panel may also seek external advice from non-LSTM staff as necessary. The panel will select candidates for interview.
Successful applicants will then be invited to attend an interview at LSTM. Following the interview, the final decision on whether applicants are to be supported with an LSTM PhD Studentship will be made by a panel of senior LSTM research staff. 

In order to be considered for a fellowship in 2012, please ensure that your application reaches the Research Office no later than 5pm on 31st January 2011.
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